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Bergen Nercy had a 47 percent decline. Other shave | ess,
St. Joe's, 33 percent decline and the med center about a
12 percent decline in patient days We're seei n? change
radi cal change in how we handle héalth care, trying to cont%n’n
health care cost, trying to maintain quality. ;

on this state and this nationare tremendous. Butseagteorl ngoc?]%tts
made a point about, privately, about people paylng more  for
medi cal care than t hey do propertytaxes. re all worried
about property taxes in this Legislature, but you I ind mos
every famly paying nore, far nore, for their medicaf care for
that famly than they are tal king about property taxes and we' re
seeing thosecosts go up dramatically. Now for this old
Legislature talking about the impacts of health care costs,
you'll find an indigent care bill on Final Reading that is a
$12 million figure. You' |l find in the budget an increase of
$4 million this year and then an additional 3 mllion nore

ear for st at e enpl oyee health insurance and those figuresare
oth $2.5 million short of the increase that is really. needed,
so we are talking in fact of about a $6.5 million’increase i'n
what is necessary to cover our health insurance o our state
enpl oyees this year and about a $10 nmillion increase for next
ylear, n?] srgall changefl\rllmcost That is Jlf.ISt addi tional cost |et
al one the base cost o at we' re paying for

The Nedi caid budget, is going to gop alp 21 m | |eor|1tht hi énigglgn;ned
another $12 million on top of that next year for 5 ¢33 nillion
increase the next fiscal year, $50million of increasedcost
over the course of the next two years on Nedicaid jjgne. The
CH P programis a programthat we' ve talked about recently.
They are proposing a 60 percentincrease jp prem ums for the
CHIP program to cover those individuals unable to be insured
privately. We have seen the University Hospital proposal for 4
40 to $50 million increase in expenditures for capital
i mprovenents there and we' ve discussed that matter and the ;
goes on and on and on. We are facing trenendous inpact to the
taxpayers of this state on health care cost, ggo we're finding
the state, through taxpayers paying these additional costs,
you' re seei ng enpl oyers through additional costs on employee

benefits paying these gadditional costs. You were seeing a
tremendous resurgence of increase in health care costs risin
across the state and the nation. Now we did in the niddle

eighties try and deal with this because in the early eighties we
did have an increase simlar to what we' re experiencing at hi
time and we came back with a |itany of al phabet soup sol utions.
We had DRGs, HNOs, PPGs, PROs and CON was part ha The
solution to the health care cost problemis a mﬁti aceted one,
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